50th Anniversary

Wisconsin Horse Council
1972 - 2022

* Proudly Celebrating

50 Years
of Service to the Equine Industry *

Members and Friends of the
Wisconsin Horse Council and the
Wisconsin Equine Industry
The Wisconsin Horse Council has been making continuous efforts during the past 50 years
to improve the Wisconsin Equine Industry. We have met some great people and made many
friends. Hundreds if not thousands of people have volunteered countless hours working for
the common good of the equine and those that love them in the State of Wisconsin and the
equine industry as a whole.
The Wisconsin Horse Council thanks each and every one of them and you who have given of
their time and talents for the greater cause. There have been good times and hard times in
this journey. Thank you for sticking by us and the efforts that we have made to better the
equine industry. Let us all continue to strive together for the betterment of our industry in
Wisconsin. It is our passion and purpose that we want to hand down to the generations to
come.

Thank you for 50 awesome years!
The Wisconsin Horse Council Board of Directors

WHC Mission Statement
* To represent and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin.
* To promote the horse through leadership, education, service
and communication.
* To take a proactive role in the future growth and development
of the equine industry.

Wisconsin Horse Council, Inc.
1972 - 2022
50th Anniversary!
What is the Wisconsin Horse Council, Inc? - The Wisconsin Horse Council, Inc. (WHC) is a
non-profit organization, funded by membership dues paid by individuals, business groups, saddle
clubs and associations. The main fundraiser for the WHC is the Midwest Horse Fair.

How and When Did the WHC
Begin?

Where is the WHC Office
Located?

Representatives of several Wisconsin Horse
industry Associations met in the Spring of 1972
to discuss improving the overall horse industry
and preserving the University of Wisconsin
Horse Program. It was unanimously agreed
that the industry needed direction, and would
improve faster and more firmly if it was done
through a dedicated effort of all groups.

On December 1, 1996 an office was opened at
146 W. Mill Street, Columbus, WI 53925.

Who Operates the WHC?
A volunteer board of directors operates the WHC.
Each director represents a certain number of
individual members, business groups or saddle
clubs. Association members can send their own
representatives to the WHC.

The WHC Office has moved several times
within the City of Columbus, and is currently
housed at 121 S. Ludington Street, Columbus,
WI 53925.

You can reach the WHC Office by any of the
means below:
Wisconsin Horse Council
121 S. Ludington Street / P.O. Box 72
Columbus, WI 53925
Phone: 920-623-0393
E-mail: info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org
www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

How Does the WHC Spend Its Budget?
Committees within the WHC submit a budget each year. Included are research, scholarship, trails,
publicity, legislation, awards, charity and education. Since 1995, the WHC has given out the
following amounts:



Scholarships - $134,200

Sponsorship/Grants - $387,400


Trail Grants - $363,800

WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL LEADERSHIP
THEN & NOW...
Wisconsin Horse Council
Founding Members
1972

Wisconsin Horse Council
Executive Board Members
2022

Dr. Dean Meyer, DVM, Lodi, WI President

Nancy Edwards, Hartford, WI President

Curt Borgwardt, Mayville, WI Vice President

Anne Murphy, Poynette, WI Vice President

Ray J. Antoniewicz, Madison, WI Secretary

Jill Feller, Mayville, WI Secretary

Norma Reeder, Janesville, WI Treasurer

Ron Miller, Stoughton, WI Treasurer

Myron L. Bacon, Jr., Brooklyn, WI
Board Member

Karen Kroll, Arena, WI Past President

H.R. Cochran, Watertown, WI
Board Member

Katie Bachhuber, Mayville, WI At-Large Director

A.L. Pfeiffer, Madison, WI
Board Member

Kricket Jewett, Fort Atkinson, WI At-Large Director

W. Casey Schmitz, Kenosha, WI
Board Member

District Director - District 1 - OPEN

Kenneth Schoch, Waukesha, WI
Board Member

Bonnie Shepherd, Hartford, WI District Director - District 3

Wayne Showers, Beloit, WI
Board Member

Floyd Finney, Milton, WI District Director - District 4

Orval Smith, La Crosse, WI
Board Member

Pat Jenkins, Sparta, WI District Director - District 5

District Director - District 2 - OPEN

INTERVIEW WITH DEAN MEYER, DVM &
RAY ANTONIEWICZ, PROFESSOR EMERITUS, UW MADISON
A walk down memory lane with two of the founding members of the Wisconsin Horse Council was fascinating as these
gentlemen demonstrated how well they still work together 50 years later.
Ray Antoniewicz had been hired by the Animal Science Department, not exclusively to instruct about horses and their care
and management. In fact, he had much more experience with sheep. Although, during the interim years between high
school and college he began showing an Arabian gelding. According to him, some faculty didn’t think that horses fit. Ray
Antoniewicz didn’t think that horses had a voice.

Around 1970, the Deans of the University of Madison had meetings for a horse position. The person chosen to fill that
position was Ray Antoniewicz. His duties were described as 80% as an Extension Specialist and 20% teaching and advising.
In the same time frame Dean Meyer graduated from Michigan State University Veterinary School and began his career with
the Lodi Animal Hospital in Lodi, WI, 23 miles northwest of the UW campus.
As the use of work and draft horses was decreasing and the ownership of pleasure horses was increasing Dr. Meyer took on
an Equine Advisory position with the State of Wisconsin.
There was on outbreak of EIA (Equine Infectious Anemia). At that time there were no rules, regulations, or testing protocols
in Wisconsin. This caused some concerns with Illinois, that already had protocols in place. Through the Equine Advisory
Board, Coggins tests came to Wisconsin.
This collaboration took root in a mutual quest to educate horse people all over Wisconsin. Ray Antoniewicz had a studio on
campus and Dr. Meyer would give educational lectures over the phone. He would also provide those lectures over the
phone to 4H meetings that were organized by Professor Antoniewicz.
The American Horse Council was already in existence, and Arizona and Kentucky already had trade shows.
With their respective roles at the University and advising the State of Wisconsin as a practicing veterinarian they soon joined
forces with other like-minded horse professionals, owners, and enthusiasts to form the Wisconsin State Horse Council.
Dr. Meyer was the first Wisconsin Horse Council President and attended American Horse Council meetings, held in Colorado
in 1973 and 1974.
Professor Antoniewicz served as Executive Secretary and many other board positions. He is more well known as the “Father
of 4-H” in Wisconsin.
In 1980, the first Midwest Horse Fair took place at the Dane County Coliseum and Fair Grounds; now known as the Alliant
Energy Center
According to Professor Antoniewicz, 4500 people attended. Both Dr. Meyer and Professor Antoniewicz both expressed how
pleased they were with the attendance then and now.
Professor Antoniewicz became well known for raising and showing his pinto Arabians and Dr. Meyer is still very involved in
raising and showing Morgan horses.
They couldn’t have done this by themselves, many thanks to those other Wisconsin Horse Council founding members. And
many thanks to all the past and present Wisconsin Horse Council Board members who give so much of their time and
themselves to the betterment of the Horses and those who love them.

Biography for Ray Antoniewicz
(As shown at 4h.extension.wisc.edu)
Ray Antoniewicz should be known as the “Father of the 4-H Horse Project.” Serving
as an Extension Specialist from 1967 to 1998, Ray organized the first State 4-H Horse
Show in 1969 and initiated the Wisconsin 4-H Horse Association in 1971. This was
just the beginning. The project and its curriculum grew by leaps and bounds.
Ray encouraged volunteer leader training and in 1980 organized the first 4-H Horse
Project Leader Conference at Upham Woods. Workshops included a mixture of horse
related and leadership development topics for adult and youth leaders. This remains
an annual event today, sometimes with over 200 in attendance.
Antoniewicz worked to expand learning opportunities for youth beyond the state
borders. He served on the planning committee for the Eastern National 4-H Roundup.
Working with other State Extension Specialists, he served on committees to develop
Horse Bowl materials, criteria for public speaking events, horse judging and
Hippology.
Ray served as an author of the National 4-H Horse Project curriculum and did a major update after his retirement. Ray’s
emphasis was to strengthen and broaden the project and help more youth find ways to develop their life skills through their
interest in horses.
Ray summarized his feelings about 4-H by stating, “4-H is a great way of developing youth in so many aspects of personal
growth and especially their skills and abilities to work with groups and individuals. The time we spent in the project wasn’t
about training horses, but rather developing young people.”

Biography for Dr. Dean Meyer
(As shown at lodivet.com)
Dr. Dean Meyer began his veterinary career at Lodi Veterinary Care in 1969, after receiving
his BS and DVM degree from Michigan State University. He later owned and operated
Riverdale Veterinary Clinic in Muscoda, WI and in 1984 he established Madison Equine Clinic.
In 2007, a decision was made to merge Madison Equine Clinic with Lodi Veterinary Care,
bringing his career full circle. Dr. Meyer has been involved with horses and their owners on
many different levels during his career. He helped establish the Wisconsin State Horse
Council and was their first President. He is also a member of the American Veterinary
Medical Association, the Wisconsin Veterinary Medical Association and the American
Association of Equine Practitioners. Dr. Meyer’s interest in equine nutrition led to the
formation of Doctor’s Choice Supplements, the makers of Equi-Shine. His other professional
interests include reproduction, lameness, and all aspects of dental care. Dr. Meyer also
enjoys raising and showing Morgan horses with his wife, Wendy, and daughter, Nicole.

WHC Board of Directors - 2022
Katie Bachhuber
Dennis Baljo
Richelle Beene
Troy Brick-Margelofsky
Nancy Edwards
Michelle Endries
Melanie Erce
Jill Feller
Floyd Finney
Rae Geb
McKenzie Glenetske
James Harris
TBA
Lori Helmer
Cindi Hoffmann
Laura Jagdfeld
Pat Jenkins
Kricket Jewett
Karen Kroll
Mike Kroll
Tina Langness
Cal Larson
Patti Lehmann
Lila Lemanski
Pat Miller
Ron Miller
Anne Murphy
Wayne Osterhaus
Joe Parr
Jan Pieper
Autumn Quinn-Reilly
Diane Sackett
Lee Sackett
Cari Schmidt
Cara Schueller
Gail Seasor
Dana Sechler
Logan Sechler
Bonnie Shepherd
Eloise Simons
James Slovik
Scott Steers
Mackenzie Treffert
Carol Wagner
Susie Weiss
Jason Yohn

Distance Riding Association of Wisconsin
District 1
District 2
Legacy Director
Kin Krest Saddle Club
Horsey Habit Saddlery & Tack Inc.
Wisconsin Arabian Horse Association
Rock County Multi-Use Trail Group
District 4
District 3
Black Hawk Hill Horse Park, Inc.
Wisconsin Morgan Horse Club, Inc.
Wisconsin Ranch Horse Association
Wisconsin Pony of the Americas Club
Taylor Marie Performance Horses
Wisconsin Buckskin Horse Association
District 5
Wisconsin Walking Horse Association
Legacy Director
District 4
Wisconsin Pinto Horse Association
Wisconsin Draft Horse Breeders Association
Equestrian Friends of Governor Knowles State Forest
Wisconsin High School Rodeo Association
Pat's Chaps
Wisconsin Quarter Horse Association
Wisconsin Large Animal Emergency Response
Midwest Draft Horse Enthusiasts
Legacy Director
Legacy Director
Wisconsin 4-H Horse Association
Dodge County Horsemen's Association
Legacy Director
Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association
Wisconsin Interscholastic Horsemanship Association
Midwest TrailGaiters
Lo Bar Ranch, LLC
Lo Bar Ranch Show Team, LLC
District 3
Legacy Director
Dairyland Driving Club
Steers Tack
Horse & Ranch Supply
Upper Midwest Endurance & Competitive Rides Association
District 5
Jefferson County Draft Horse Association

Wisconsin Horse Council Committees - 2022
The Wisconsin Horse Council has created committees that play a vital role in enabling its
organization to carry out its mission statement. The list of committees, their purpose and who their
chairperson is are listed below.
Awards - Administers the Annual Awards Program for Horse Person of the Year, Judge of the Year, and
WHC Director of the Year, and Lifetime Achievement or Special Recognition awards as requested by the
Board. - Chairperson: Pat Miller

Bylaws - Responsible for initiating and updating new bylaws as needed, reviewing bylaw amendment
submissions, and presenting them for voting at the annual meeting. - Chairperson: OPEN
Certified Judges Program - Developed in 1979 in response to recognized need in the Wisconsin horse
show industry for better qualified judges for Open, All Breed, and 4-H shows. Certification requires proven
judging skills and a commitment to ongoing education and evaluation. Committee plans and coordinates all
aspects of the annual Certified Judges Seminar, held annually in March. Program is administered solely by
WHC. - Chairperson: Dana Neary-Panella
Districts - Educates and assists the five WHC Districts in how to better serve their counties. Chairperson: OPEN

Legislative - Responsible for oversight and direction of professional lobbyist who provides crucial
representation by actively lobbying when proposed or amended legislation would impact equine owners and
businesses in Wisconsin. - Chairperson: Dana Sechler
Membership Services - Recommends annual membership fee structure and application form for approval
by the WHC Executive Board. Reviews and approves all new Level III memberships, presenting them to
the Board of Directors. Collaborates with the WHC business office to ensure renewal notices are sent out to
members early in June of each year. Collaborates with other WHC committees to identify and deliver
member benefit opportunities that serve the needs of WHC membership. Examples may include group
liability insurance, purchasing programs, etc. - Chairperson: OPEN
Policy and Procedures - Responsible for collecting and developing a manual of Policies and Procedures
for processes followed by committees, the Board, and the business office. Committee brings proposed or
revised policies and procedures to the Board for approval and inclusion in the manual. Committee
recommends when a proposed or revised policy should be presented for adoption as a By-Law. Chairperson: OPEN
Public Relations - Responsible for collaborating with other committees to increase public awareness and
participation in Wisconsin Horse Council. Oversees participation in trade show opportunities that are in
alignment with the mission statement of WHC. Assists in the identification, development, and promotion of
new programs to benefit the members of WHC. - Chairperson: Bonnie Shepherd

Wisconsin Horse Council Committees - 2022
Scholarships - Responsible for selection of program recipients and oversight of scholarship program
available to WHC Level I members who are majoring in equine related professions, including vets; farriers;
etc. Program provides assistance by funding tuition costs. Recipients are selected annually. Chairperson: Jill Feller
Sponsorships/Grants - Responsible for review of sponsorship applications from WHC Level II or Level
III organizations seeking funding assistance for project-specific costs, not including salaries or normal
operating expenses. Recipients are selected bi-annually. - Chairperson: Kricket Jewett

Technology - Responsible for reviewing and recommending equipment, hardware, and software for use in
the business office. Collaborates with other committees to identify new ways that technology can assist
WHC in its mission statement. - Chairperson: Karen Kroll
Trails - Collaborates with other WHC committees to promote trail riding, trail advocacy, and trail
etiquette. Oversees several programs, including:
Trail Directory - has been moved to an online version – WHC now uses http://trailmeister.com/ as our
exclusive provider of up to date maps and information. Downloadable maps for your ,mobile device are
being added as they become available.
Trail Grant Program - a program designed to provide matching funds to improve or create new public
use equine and multi-use trails in Wisconsin. Equestrian organizations that are members of the Wisconsin
Horse Council are eligible for grants. Grants are awarded annually with application deadline of February 1.
Trail Riding/Driving Award Program - annual program that awards program participants with
recognition for hours spent riding or driving on trails. - Chairperson: Floyd Finney & Kricket Jewett
The Wisconsin Horse Council also sends representatives to several key equine organizations to
represent the interest of WHC and its mission statement. These are:


American Horse Council



Recreation Best Management Practices Advisory Committee of the Governor's Council of Forestry



State Horse Councils Advisory Committee



Wisconsin Livestock Identification Consortium



Governor's State Trails Council



Wisconsin Non- Motorized Recreational Trails & Transportation Council

What is Wisconsin Horse Council?
WHC is a non-profit organization representing
horsemen and women and the equine industry in
Wisconsin. In representing the equine industry,
we promote the horse through leadership,
education, and service, and take a proactive role
in the growth of our industry.

Who is Wisconsin Horse Council?
You and me - we are the Horse Council through
our membership, participation in our districts, and
involvement in WHC committees and programs.
We are the Force of the Horse in Wisconsin.

Why belong to Wis Horse Council?
This is the only state organization that exists for
“the horse” and the people who own them or
simply love them. We are not a breed
organization, a saddle club, or a riding discipline.
We are here for the welfare of the horse and the
betterment of our equine industry as a whole.
Membership in WHC connects you with other
horse people who share your concerns and brings
a broader view of the equine industry to you. The
strength of our voice is in direct proportion to the
size of our membership. Often, people belong to
organizations in relation to their profession; you
should belong to WHC in relation to your passion.
The important part of representing an industry is
you. We can’t do our work effectively without
you. We need your membership and participation
to do a good job—promoting the value of our
industry, protecting the welfare of our horses, and
preserving our chosen way of life. Become part
of taking care of our horse community by joining
WHC today!

 Re-invest in our horse industry through such
efforts as purchasing the Kiser footing system at
Alliant Energy Center; sponsoring large animal
rescue training for first responders; employing
the services of a professional state lobbyist

 Conduct and sponsor an annual Trail School to
educate volunteers, public land managers, and
trail planners in designing and building
sustainable recreational trails for equestrian
riders and drivers

 Improve the level of open show judging through
the educational seminars and certification of our
Show Judge program

 Provide funding for scholarships and grants at
levels that offer significant financial help to
students, equine charity events and programs,
and volunteers building and improving
recreational trails

 Sponsor recognition of people who have
invested time and money in growing and
developing our industry through mentoring
young horse people, initiating new programs,
providing leadership in various equine/equestrian
areas, and promoting responsible use of horses

 Sponsor educational seminars and clinics for
horse owners

 Pursue an active role in legislative matters
affecting both our state and national equine
industry

 Pursue and encourage a strong connection with

How does Wisconsin Horse Council
make a difference?
 Own and operate one of the premiere horse
expos in the U.S.—Midwest Horse Fair

the ag community as a whole with our
participation in Ag Day at the Capitol, Farm
Technology Days, and other ag events

Members-Only Programs
Certified Judges Program: WHC has run the
annual WHC Certified Judges seminar since
1979. The seminar is a key element in the
Wisconsin Judge’s Certification System.
Trail Riding/Driving Program: You can
obtain recognition and awards for your hours
spent enjoying horse trails through our Trail
Riding/Driving Program.
Grants: WHC provides funding to develop
and improve public horse trails in Wisconsin;
volunteers and land managers provide the
labor.
Funding is provided also for equine programs
and events in Wisconsin along with
improvements benefiting our equine industry.
Scholarships: WHC members who meet
eligibility requirements may apply for annual
scholarships.

Additional Member Benefits
Members receive the CouncilLetter - the
newsletter that keeps you connected with the
Wisconsin equine industry. It includes a
members-only classified section . Also,
members receive a discount on advertising in
the CouncilLetter.
WHC employs a professional lobbyist to
assist us in evaluating and acting on
legislation affecting the equine community.
In addition, WHC is a participating member
of American Horse Council, which is our
lobby force in Washington DC working on
national issues affecting the horse industry.
Members have access to the special discount
programs of Association Resource Group and
the American Horse Council.
A $1 million excess personal liability
insurance option is now offered with an
individual or family membership.
Links to our website are offered to member
businesses and organizations.

The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine
Foundation (WSHCEF) was created to better
serve Wisconsin’s growing equestrian
community and to help that community realize its
fullest potential. Our mission is to support
equine priorities identified and supported by
Wisconsin equine owners and organizations.
The WSHCEF is a tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)
(3) organization, and as such allows individuals to
make tax-deductible contributions to support
Wisconsin equine projects.
Please consider making a tax-deductible
donation to the WSHCEF. Thank you!
Donations can be made payable and sent to:
WSHCEF
P.O. Box 72
Columbus, WI 53925
WSHCEF Board Members, Officers
& Volunteer Team Members
President: James Harris
Vice President & MHF Rep.: Gail Seasor
Secretary: Diane Sackett
Treasurer: Nancy Young

Board Members: Lori Helmer,
Katie Bachhuber & Jan Pieper
WHC Executive Board Rep.: Floyd Finney
Volunteer Team
Margo Miller, Karen Meekma,
Wayne Osterhaus
Rich & Linda Ernsberger, Sharon Hookstead,
Dave Kluge & Roxanne Cromheecke Kluge

WHC Districts
As WHC membership increased, so have the
challenges of connecting a widespread member
base with the decision-making Board of Directors.
In order to overcome some of those challenges the
state was split into 5 Districts, each of which has its
own set of member-elected officers and up to 2
member-elected representatives that it sends to the
WHC Board of Directors and 1 to the WHC
Executive Board of Directors. These "District
Directors" are the voice of the District within the
Board.
Districts can hold meetings and events which
typically follow a monthly schedule. Although
most meetings may be of the conventional sit-down
type, there might also be speakers, seminars, demos
or such. Trail ride/camping meetings are popular as
well. Decisions about District meetings are entirely
member-driven, so it is really up to you, the
members, to participate and decide what you want
to do.
The counties that make up each District are listed
along with the District Map.
District 1:
Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa,
Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Iron, Pepin, Pierce,
Polk, Price, Rusk, Sawyer, St. Croix, Taylor and
Washburn counties.
District 2:
Florence, Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon,
Marinette, Menominee, Oconto, Oneida, Shawano
and Vilas counties.
District 3:
Brown, Calumet, Dodge, Door, Fond du Lac,
Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Outagamie,
Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca,
Waushara and Winnebago counties.

District 4:
Dane, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha,
Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, Rock, Walworth
and Waukesha counties.
District 5:
Adams, Buffalo, Clark, Columbia, Crawford,
Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse, Marquette, Monroe,
Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempealeau, Vernon
and Wood counties.

WHC Membership Levels & Dues 2022
LEVEL I MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
Individual Membership (no insurance)
Individual Membership PLUS (includes $1 Million personal liability insurance)
Family Membership (no insurance)
Family Membership PLUS (includes $1 Million personal liability insurance)
Youth (age 17 & under = free with paid Level I adult membership)
Individual Lifetime Membership (one-time fee which includes the printed newsletter annually
and the 1st year of liability insurance)
Annual fee on Lifetime Membership for $1 Million personal liability insurance
Printed Newsletter mailed to the address above
Free E-newsletter sent to the e-mail listed above

$
$
$
$
$

20
40
30
70
0

$250
$ 20
$ 15
$ 0

Description: Level I membership class is available to any individual/family whose interests are similar to those of the
Council and is for individuals/families only. Level I and Level II members elect Directors to the WHC Board to represent
their District. Family membership is for a family of 2 or more living at the same residence and has 1 vote in the elections and
business of their District. Membership must be current to vote at District meetings.
Programs such as the Certified Judges and Ride Wisconsin require a Level I membership - even if you are a Director or a
contact person for a Level II or III organization, you will need to be a Level I member yourself to participate in programs.
Youth (17 & under) are free with a paid Level I adult membership.
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP is an individual Level I membership with a one-time fee, giving the individual a paid-up
membership for his/her lifetime. If LIFETIME MEMBERS wish to retain the $1 Million personal liability insurance after
their first year, they must purchase it on an annual basis. The printed newsletter is included with this membership annually at
no additional cost.

LEVEL II MEMBERSHIP
Level II Membership
Printed Newsletter mailed to the address above
Free E-newsletter sent to the e-mail listed above

$ 45
$ 15
$ 0

Description: Level II membership class is available to any equine related organization or business that derives a portion of
its income from the equine industry. Level II members may participate in Districts and District meetings in much the same
way as Level I members. If the membership of a Level II organization happens to span more than one District, the
organization as a whole must choose one of those Districts in which to participate. A Level II organization or business has
only 1 vote in District matters and as such should appoint an individual for attending District meetings to represent them and
vote. A Level II appointee is eligible to be elected as a Director from that particular District. Membership must be current to
vote at District meetings.

LEVEL III MEMBERSHIP
Level III Member
Printed Newsletter mailed to the Voting WHC Director listed above
Free e-newsletter sent to the Contact and Voting WHC Director listed above

$ 100
$ 15
$ 0

Description: Level III membership class is available to any equine related organization or business that derives a portion of
its income from the equine industry. Each Level III Member is eligible to appoint a Director and an alternate Director to the
WHC Board. The WHC strongly encourages attendance at the monthly meetings and service on at least one WHC committee.
The alternate Director may vote only when the primary Director is absent. An alternate Director cannot also hold a voting
Directorship. A new Level III Director is not eligible to vote at Board meetings until 30 days after their membership has been
accepted. Primary and alternate Directors are required to sign the WHC Code of Conduct. Membership must be current to
vote at Board meetings.

WHC Director of the
Year Recipients
2021
2020
2019
2017
2012
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2002
2001
2000
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993

Jill Feller
Katie Bachhuber
Pat Miller
Karen Kroll
Gary Jackson
Janet Spencer
Ken Carpenter
Gary Steers
Don Schwandt
Marsha Cooper
Sandy Brick-Margelofsky
Marlene Driefke
Troy Brick-Margelofsky
Jim & Eloise Simons
Ron Miller
Nap Bourdeau
Joe Parr
Pat Ziegler
Ron McHugh
Brenda Haldemann
Paul Richardson
Nancy Kissel
Wayne Schutte
Linda Werkheiser
Joan Petrie

Special Achievement &
Outstanding
Service Recipients

Lifetime Achievement
Award Recipients
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2018
2017
2017
2017
2015
2014
2013
2012
2012
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
1999
1996

Rodney & Charlene Boom
Bernard & Colene Stuttgen
Wes & Jane Licht
Robert Housel
Ron Miller
Richard Berner
Fran Gross
Bruce Kornely
Kristin Urban
Pat Stevenson
John Gurtner
Betsy Rohde
Joe & Linda Pribek
Alex & Mary Jean Irvine
Linda Konichek
Nancy Kissel
Merry Mitchell
Dave Petrie
John F Steifvater (posthumous)
Windy Erd
Esther Schwartz
Skip & Lila Lemanski
Jerry & Sylvia Lee
Ray Antoniewicz
Lucille Nichols

2019
2019
2013
2009
2008
2006
2001

Friends of Governor Dodge
State Park – Equestrians
Dr. Anne Clary
Marnie Housel
Dan Grunewald
Maily & Rob Kocinski
Elaine Kramer
Mike McGowan

WHC Equine of the
Year Recipients
2021
2020
2019
2018

Lacey owned by Kallie Larson
Lincoln owned by SMILES, Inc.
Choke owned by T.J. Clibborn
Caz (Casadero Sin Par) owned
by Tracy Porter
2017 Tinker owned by Carol Takacs
2016 Cisco (Hez Got The Time)
owned by Mike McGowan

Horseperson of the Year Recipients

2021 Christina Hyke
2020 Gail Rentmeester
2019 Terry Kluever
2018 Karla Kegley
2017 Jackie Devine Pertzborn (tie)
2017 Liz Rice-Beula (tie)
2016 Gary Gibson
2015 Rachel Meek
2014 Gail Seasor
2013 Floyd Finney
2012 John Adametz
2011 Carol Klamrowski
2010 Barb Waters
2009 Kellie Zink
2008 Kricket Jewett

2007 Will & Nancy Swierenga
2006 Beverly Gaedke
2005 Kelly Mahloch
2004 Craig Sandmire
2003 Ken Carpenter
2002 Sheila Flucke
2001 Betsy Rohde
2000 Robert Housel
1999 Joe Pribek
1998 Marge & Loren Gettlemen
1997 Linda Pribek
1996 Mike Benson
1995 Linda Newcomb
1994 Marsha Kremer
1993 Nikki Cohen-Wichner

1992 Joan Rose
1991 Mike McGowan
1990 Art Blast
1989 Evelyn Burton
1988 Dee Mielke
1988 John Gurtner
1987 Carol Yohn
1987 Dave Petrie
1986 Esther Schwartz
1986 Ray Antoniewicz
1985 Nancy Kissel
1985 Harold Heiman
1984 Carol Alm
1984 Richard Leadley

Midwest Horse Fair Beginnings
IN MADISON WISCONSIN, THE MIDWEST HORSE FAIR WAS BORN.
The first annual Midwest Horse Fair® was scheduled for April 26-27, 1980. After a twoyear discussion, it was decided to hire Leslie McDonald as a fulltime director.
Outstanding speakers were acquired, a parade of breed demonstrations took place and
booths and displays filled the entire exhibit hall at the Dane County Expo Center.
Since 1979 The Great Midwest Horse Fair has been providing thrills and making
memories for equestrian fans from all over the Midwest region. From our humble begins when have survived 8
U.S. presidents, several economic recessions, and numerous changes at the Alliant Energy Center.
The one constant that has stood the test of time is our wonderful equine event.
Finishing our 41st year, we can boast that we are one of the largest 3-day equestrian events in the United States.
We have contestants and clinicians that cover most the U.S. and some reach beyond our borders.
We bring in over 700 horses, over 500 vendors and crowds in excess of 62,000 people, making the MHF one of
the largest annual events at the Alliant Energy Center.
The Midwest Horse Fair may be Madison’s best kept secret, but we are the horse world’s best destination.
Our clinicians and entertainers are world-class caliber, our sponsors are industry leaders, and our customers are the
best crowds anyone could hope for.

Gary’s Kids
We will always remember Gary Steers, a beloved member of the Midwest
Horse Fair® family.
He passed away on August 14, 2015 after battling brain cancer.
Gary left behind a legacy of friendship, hard work, and a sincere passion for
the horse community. He channeled his love for horses into a successful
business, Steers Tack.

For more than thirty years, Gary helped to shape the Wisconsin Horse
Council and the Midwest Horse Fair. Gary was a Level III Director with the
WHC for many years.
Before he died, Gary made it known that he did not want anyone to “waste
money” on flowers and funeral proceedings, but he did agree to let us set up a fund in his honor called “Gary’s
Kids.” All proceeds are used to enrich the children’s experience at the Midwest Horse Fair.
No one ever really dies if they took the time to leave us fond memories; while Gary may have left us
physically, the memories of the great man he was will remain for lifetimes to come.

Nancy Kissel Selected for National 4-H Hall of Fame!
Written by KANDI K ONEIL, UW-Madison Division of Extension
Nancy Kissel, a Wisconsin 4-H volunteer with more
than sixty-five years of service has been selected to
be inducted into the National 4-H Hall of Fame.
Kissel will be Wisconsin’s first volunteer selected for
this honor.
Kissel started a 4-H community club, serving as 4-H
general leader for 35 years, and many more years as
4-H project leader. Her expansive 4-H volunteer
contributions include roles at the county, state, and
national levels. Kissel credits her 1970’s part-time
position as an urban expansion 4-H Staff Assistant,
developing programs and organizing 4-H clubs for
under served urban and minority populations, with further developing her leadership skills. Donna
Menart nominated Kissel for the national honor. She says Kissel’s character is evident in
everything she does. “She lives the ideals of 4-H. Her contributions as a volunteer are impressive
in longevity, but even more so in terms of the quality and depth of her ability to create sustaining
systems that support the educational mission of 4-H on all levels,” says Menart. “Her
contributions have benefitted untold numbers of 4-H youth and adults.”
“I am beyond thrilled to have a Wisconsin volunteer selected for the National Hall of Fame,” says
Kandi O’Neil, WI Volunteer Leadership Specialist.“ When I think of Nancy’s impact on Wisconsin
4-H, I think of the horse project. As a volunteer, Nancy saw interested young people who wanted
to learn about horses and may not be able to own a horse. By creating the Horseless Horse
project, she was able to offer an opportunity for youth not only in Wisconsin but throughout the
nation to learn about horses.” Nancy served on the writing team for the national curriculum for
Horseless Horse. State volunteer leadership roles have included: member of the WI State Horse
Council, past president of the WI 4-H Horse Association and past director of the Midwest Horse
Fair.
Nancy’s contributions as a volunteer are evident in the quality of educational programs for
Wisconsin youth across the state. Her vision of finding a “yes” to what could have easily been a no
has impacted untold numbers of youth across the country to be able to learn about horses.
The Hall of Fame ceremony will take place in October 2021. Congratulations to Nancy on receiving
this well deserved honor. Contact kandi.oneil@wisc.edu with questions.

WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL 50th ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE

“100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars. Today, everyone has a car and
only the rich have horses. Oh how the stables have turned.” – Author Unknown
I have horses, I don’t consider myself “rich” monetarily; especially considering what I invest into my
horses’ care and wellbeing. There have been many times through the years that they have eaten before
me and better than me. But I do feel rich, enriched, for what these wonderous creatures have brought
to my life, and all the amazing people I have met as part of the horse community.
The Wisconsin Horse Council has met many challenges and obstacles in the last 50 years. Events and
projects that were costly in time and resources that didn’t result in the same success as the Midwest
Horse Fair. The Wisconsin Horse Council has weathered recessions, a pandemic that continues to
impact our lives and social changes like we’ve never witnessed before.
I’m hoping that the Wisconsin Horse Council will continue as a true work horse, moving through these
challenges to not only survive, but thrive!
We are currently looking at improving our technology, exploring new memberships, reaching out to
equine related businesses and other equine related professionals to see how we, as a Horse Council,
can work together to live up to our Mission Statement.
This 50th Anniversary Tribute couldn’t have been created without Darla Schack, the Wisconsin Horse
Council’s Administrative Assistant and Lila Lemanski, long-time Level 3 Director, who represents the
Wisconsin High School Rodeo.
My thanks go out to Professor Ray Antoniewicz and Dr. Dean Meyer for taking the time to speak with
me.
My gratitude goes out to all members and directors, past, present and future; who support the
wonderful world of horses through the Wisconsin Horse Council. I hope that in another 25 years,
another member or director will take up the proverbial baton and create a 75 th year tribute.
Anne Murphy, Vice President
Level3 Director, representing Wisconsin Large Animal Emergency Response (WLAER)

