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How Emerging Technology (Toys)
May Impact Your Trail Riding Experience
Will your horse react like this….

Or like this…….

What are these new “toys” being used for?
• Positive Uses of Drones
• Recreational Uses of Drones (sometimes negative)
• Commercial Uses of Drones

Positive Uses of Drones
• Planning Tool – Land Survey, Trail Maintenance/Routing
• Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Public Safety
• Research, Wildlife Monitoring/Management, Invasive Weed Mapping

Recreational Uses of Drones
• General enjoyment, photography, exploration
• Competitive speed racing, obstacle courses
• Can be problematic – flying in prohibited areas

Commercial Uses of Drones
• Real Estate, Wedding Filming
• Farming – Crop Dusting
• Sports Coverage!

Why is this important to us?
• Do you ride in areas or trails where drones may be present?
• How will your horse react – will you be prepared?

Know Before You Go......

Drone Regulations – Federal, State, County, Cities
Open Space – Trails – Parks - Preserves
National Park Service – Drones Prohibited
Unmanned Aircraft to be Prohibited in National Parks
WASHINGTON – National Park Service Director Jonathan B. Jarvis today signed a policy memorandum that
directs superintendents nationwide to prohibit launching, landing, or operating unmanned aircraft on lands and
waters administered by the National Park Service.
“We embrace many activities in national parks because they enhance visitor experiences with the iconic natural,
historic and cultural landscapes in our care,” Jarvis said. “However, we have serious concerns about the negative
impact that flying unmanned aircraft is having in parks, so we are prohibiting their use until we can determine the
most appropriate policy that will protect park resources and provide all visitors with a rich experience.”

United States Forest Service (USFS)
What is the U.S. Forest Service stance or regulations regarding hobbyist drones? Where is it OK
to fly them? Where not? Why?
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has regulatory authority over ALL airspace, including
recreational use of airspace by model aircraft, which is covered by FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. The
U.S. Forest Service does not have the authority to establish any additional regulations regarding where a
UAS can or can’t be flown. However, recreational UAS must abide by Temporary Flight Restrictions
(TFRs) in place by the FAA over disasters such as wildfires. The FAA also has an advisory (AIM Section
4, 7-4-6) with suggested limitations for flight over Wilderness areas. Unmanned Aircraft must abide
with specifications identified through the FAA's Certificate of Authorization process which includes no
flight over populated areas.

In light of the increasing popularity of recreational drones, the U.S. Forest Service has released specific
guidelines for recreational unmanned aircraft use over public lands:
– Avoid flying over federally-designated wilderness or primitive areas.
– As drones are considered both “motorized equipment” and “mechanical transport,” they cannot take off from,
land in, or be operated from federally-designated wilderness areas.
– Avoid flying over noise-sensitive areas or populated sites, including rivers, campgrounds, trail heads and visitor
centers.
– A drone may not be used to disturb or harass wildlife.
– No interference with official aerial activities over national forests, such as wildfire detection and suppression.
– Drone pilots must obey state privacy laws.
These guidelines only apply to hobby or recreation operations. Commercial operations include filming, still
photography, survey, or any other endeavor for profit that involves use of a drone. These ventures may be
allowable through a special use permit issued by the Forest Service.

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
The Bureau of Land Management says it's still assessing its drone policies on public land. As of right
now, it says:
"The recreational use of drones on BLM land is prohibited in designated wilderness areas and where
they could interfere with public safety, like during wildland fire fighting and law enforcement
operations. As of right now, recreational drone use is allowed in other areas but we would ask the drone
pilots to be mindful of those around them and not infringe on the nature experience of others out
hiking, camping, or otherwise enjoying their public lands or to cause stress to any wildlife. If members
of the public have any questions about specific land areas, they are always welcome and encouraged to
contact their local BLM Field Office."
Film companies planning to use drones must use a company that has been granted an exemption by the FAA; exempted companies are listed at this website:
http://www.faa.gov/uas/legislative_programs/section_333/333_authorizations/
Filming companies must provide the BLM a copy of the exemption paperwork before a film permit can be issued for drone use.

Colorado -

Some State Regulations…….

While the Colorado legislature has dismissed several attempts to regulate unmanned aerial systems (UAS) statewide,
some local jurisdictions have tackled drone issues related to privacy, public safety and wildlife protection.
In February, a homeowner’s association in Jefferson County banned the use of drones “in, on or over” any property
owned by the HOA and the surrounding metropolitan district. Boulder County recently prohibited drone activity in
parks and open space except “for activities that contribute to the understanding or management of Boulder County
properties or resources.”
The Town of Vail will soon consider an ordinance to require permits to operate UAS “from, upon or above property
owned, operated or maintained by the Town.”
Perhaps the boldest declaration came from Cherry Hills Village, which proclaims its own “City Airspace” to protect
horses, as well as human, residents.
The Cherry Hills Village council adopted its policy in December because of concerns that drones would be used to
invade the privacy of famous athletes and their families. Mayor Laura Christman also said drones might frighten
horses on the city’s equestrian properties.
“These things (drones) are not safe,” she told the city council. “They have a battery of about an hour and a half, and
then they fall out of the sky.”

Arizona State Parks
Q: Can I use my drone (Quadcopter/UAV) in a State Park?
A: At this time, recreational drone use is prohibited in State Parks. Commercial use will be considered with
a Filming Permit for news, publicity, and promotional park projects. Film Permit rules require insurance
and current FAA drone registration permit. Final decision and any fees associated with access is at the
discretion of Park Management. Access to areas beyond Park boundaries (National Forest, State Trust
Lands, Game & Fish and other agencies) may require additional permission and/or permits. Please consult
with appropriate agency for details.

City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department
Phoenix City Code, Section 24-49 designates eight (8) city parks as sites where model aircraft can be flown.

North Carolina
Commonly referred to as drones, North Carolina law defines a UAS as "unmanned aircraft and associated
elements, including communication links and components that control the unmanned aircraft that are required
for the pilot in command to operate safely and efficiently in the national airspace system."

Do I need an exemption or license to fly if I'm only flying for recreational purposes?
No. However, the Federal Aviation Administration says that UAS/drones should be flown a sufficient
distance from populated areas. Recreational users should always fly their aircraft during the day, within their
visual line of sight and should only fly aircraft that weigh less than 55 pounds (unless certified by an
aeromodelling community-based organization and is not being used for business purposes). For more
information, visit the FAA's webpage on hobby and recreational flying.

The Best Information Resource:

https://www.faa.gov/uas/

Be Prepared…

Know that not all drones are bad…

