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Transportation Alternatives

Authorized under the Fixing Americaôs 
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act

ÅMission: To improve our Nationôs 

communities through leadership, 

innovation, and program delivery.

ÅVision: The Transportation Alternatives 

(TA) creates safe, accessible, attractive, 

and environmentally-sensitive 

communities where people want to live, 

work, and recreate.
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TA Eligible Projects

Transportation Alternatives consists of:
ÅTransportation Alternatives Definition
ÅRecreational Trails Program (RTP)
ÅSafe Routes to School (SRTS) activities
ÅBoulevards from Divided Highways

TA projects are eligible under the 
Surface Transportation Block Grant 
(STBG) Program.
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Funding Levels

·FY 2016-2017: $835 million annually

·FY 2018-2020: $850 million annually

·RTP Set-aside up to $84.16 million

·Same as FY 2009 amount

·Slightly below the Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
Activities under SAFETEA-LU: FY 2009 for TE, RTP, and 
SRTS was $1.1 billion.

·See http:// www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/funding.cfm
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Federal Share
ÅFederal share for TA is the same as the Federal-aid 

highway program: 80%, with Sliding Scale.

ÅFlexibility for Federal Land Management Agencies.

ïMay use Federal agency funds, Tribal Transportation, 
and Federal Lands Transportation Program as match for 
projects that provide access to or within Federal lands.

ÅDonation and credit provisions are the same as the 
Federal-aid highway program under 23 U.S.C. 323.

ÅRTP set-aside retains RTP match and donation and 
credit provisions under 23 U.S.C. 206.

ÅSRTS projects use the TA provisions.
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Suballocation
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ {Ŝǘ-Aside:
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Transfer of Funds

ÅStates may transfer up to 50% of TA funds to 
other FHWA programs.

ïAfter RTP set-aside (no transfer of RTP funds).

ïNo transfers from funds suballocated by population.

ÅStates may transfer funds from other FHWA 
programs into TA.

ïTA projects are eligible under STBG without a transfer.

ÅStates may transfer funds to the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) for TA-eligible projects.
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Competitive Process

ÅUltimately: the Stateis responsible.

ÅStates and large MPOs 
ïά{Ƙŀƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΧέ

ïStates and large MPOs develop their own 
competitive processes.

ïExamples are available from several sources.

ÅRTP set-aside: Use RTP provisions and 
requirements.
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Eligible Project Sponsors

·Local governments;
·Regional transportation authorities;
·Transit agencies;
·Natural resource or public land agencies;
·May include Federal, State, or local public land agencies

·School districts, local education agencies, or schools;
·Tribal governments; 
·Nonprofit entity responsible for local transport safety programs;
·Any other local or regional governmental entity with responsibility 
for oversight of transportation or recreational trails (other than an 
MPO or a State agency) that the State determines to be ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜΧ 

·RTP set-aside keeps its list of eligible project sponsors.
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Project Sponsors Not Eligible

·State Departments of Transportation

·Metropolitan Planning Organizations

·Nonprofit Organizations (unless they meet one 
or more eligible entity requirements)
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Treatment of Projects

STBG and TA projects ñshall be treated as projects on a 

Federal-aid highwayéò

·Must comply with project agreements, authorization prior 

to incurring costs, prevailing wage rates (Davis-Bacon), 

competitive bidding, contract requirements.

·This does not mean stricter environmental requirements! 

Use the accelerated project delivery procedures (including 

programmatic CEs) available to other Federal-aid projects.

·Does not apply to projects under the RTP set-aside.

·MAP-21 Ä1524 Youth Corps provision offers flexibility.
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Other Provisions
TA projects use the same procedures as other 
Federal-aid highway projects:
ÅPlanning provisions
ÅNational Environmental Policy Act: including 

streamlining procedures and programmatic 
agreements
ÅOther environmental requirements
ÅRight-of-Way
ÅContracting
ÅBuy America:
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Project Eligibility

To be eligible under the TA Set-Aside, a project:

1. Must relate to surface transportation (or 
recreational trails),

2. Must fit within the TA definitions,

3. Must be sponsored by one or more eligible 
entities (defined in the TA Guidance), and

4. Must be selected through a competitive 
process (defined in the TA Guidance). 
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TA Project Eligibility

Construction, planning, and design of on-road and 

off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, 

and other nonmotorized forms of transportation, 

including:

ÅSidewalks,

ÅBicycle infrastructure,

ÅPedestrian and bicycle signals,

ÅTraffic calming techniques,

ÅLighting and other safety-related infrastructure,

ÅTransportation projects to achieve compliance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
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TA Project Eligibility
Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related 

projects and systems that will provide safe routes for non-

drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with 

disabilities to access daily needs.

ÅThis category is another aspect of the pedestrian and 

bicycle category, including access to transit.
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TA Project Eligibility

Conversion and use of abandoned 

railroad corridors for trails for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, or other 

nonmotorized transportation users.

Holmes County Rail-Trail, Ohio Ą

<- American Tobacco Trail, Durham NC
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TA Project Eligibility
Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and 

viewing areas.

ÅScenic Overlooks defined in 23 CFR 752.6.

ÅSafety Rest Areas defined in 23 CFR 752.5.
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TA Project Eligibility
Community improvement activities, which 

include but are not limited toð

ÅInventory, control, or removal of outdoor 

advertising;
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TA Project Eligibility
Community improvement activities, which 

include but are not limited toð

ÅHistoric preservation and rehabilitation of 

historic transportation facilities;

ÅExamples: bridges, tunnels, historic train or bus 

stations, ferry terminals, historic roads.
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TA Project Eligibility
Community improvement activities, which 

include but are not limited toð
ÅVegetation management practices in transportation 

rights-of-way to improve roadway safety, prevent 

against invasive species, and provide erosion control; 

ÅProjects to manage vegetation to improve sightlines and 

other safety considerations;

ÅEstablish living snowfences.

ÅRemove invasive species;

ÅPlant native plants, forbs, or wildflowers

to control erosion.

ÅRoutine maintenance not eligible.
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TA Project Eligibility
Community improvement activities, which 

include but are not limited toð

ÅArchaeological activities relating to impacts from 

implementation of a transportation project 

eligible under this title.
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